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BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE 
 
Whitney Cunningham, Esq. 
Managing Partner 
Aspey Watkins & Diesel 
Flagstaff, Arizona 
928.774.1478 – wcunningham@awdlaw.com 
 
 
Whitney Cunningham’s practice focuses on business, real estate and construction matters. He advises 
entrepreneurs and businesses at all stages of their development, including business formation, shareholder 
relations, commercial transactions, intellectual property management, and buying and selling of businesses. 
He also handles complex business and real estate litigation and appeals.  
 
Whitney’s clients range from local family businesses to entrepreneurial corporations doing business around 
the world. He possesses extensive experience in both civil jury trials and complex business and real estate 
transactions. 
 
Education: 
- Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, D.C. J.D., magna cum laude, 1992 
- Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona. B.S., magna cum laude, 1989 
 
Bar Admissions: 
- Supreme Court of Arizona, 1993 
-     U.S. District Court – District of Arizona, 1993 
-     U.S. Court of Appeals – Ninth Circuit, 2014 
-     U.S. Court of Appeals – Federal Circuit, 1995 
 
Professional Affiliations: 
- State Bar of Arizona. President, 2013– 2014; Board of Governors, 2002– 2015 
- Northern Arizona University. Instructor of Mass Media Law & Ethics, 1993 – 1994 
-     Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education. Board of Directors, 2013 – 2014. Next Generation  
      Fellow, 2010 – present 
-     American Bar Foundation, Fellow, 2014 – present 
-     Supreme Court of Arizona. Attorney Regulation Advisory Committee, 2015 – present 
 
Practice Areas: 
- Business Law 
- Real Estate & Construction 
- Civil Litigation & Appeals 
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Carson Pearson, Esq. 
Managing Member and Co-Founder 
Pearson Butler 
South Jordan, Utah 
801.495.4814 – carson@pearsonbutler.com 
 
 
Carson Pearson is the managing member and co-founder of Pearson Butler. 
 
Carson primarily works with small business owners and entrepreneurs. His work requires him to be 
knowledgeable in entity structuring, contracts, qualified plans, charitable structures, trusts, corporate 
finance, asset protection, insurance concepts, investments, real estate, and estate planning. 
 
Carson has co-founded and operated several successful businesses. Caron has valuable hand-on experience 
in operations, start-up, and financing of these and other opportunities. In addition to these businesses, he 
has consulted with several small business ventures on operation, sales, marketing and human resources to 
increase their profitability or gain profitability and has successfully accomplished both business turnarounds 
as well as workouts. 
 
He received his Juris Doctorate from the J. Reuben Clark School of Law at Brigham Young University. Carson is 
a member of the Utah State Bar and routinely performs pro-bono work to the community. Carson is fluent in 
Spanish and is a proud member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
 
Education: 
- Brigham Young University School of Law, J.D., 1999 
- University of Utah, 1996 
 
Bar Admissions: 
- Utah 
- U.S. District Court of Utah 
- Utah Supreme Court 
- United States Supreme Court 
 
Affiliations: 
- Utah State Bar Association 
- American Bar Association  
 
Practice Areas: 
- Business and Corporate Law 
- Tax 
- Estate Planning 
- Real Estate 
 
January 2021 
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MPF Webinar Series: The Law Firm of the Future

The MPF Webinar Series: Building the Law Firm of the Future

MPF UPDATE: The Movement Toward Law Firm Ownership Reform 
An MPF Webinar with Whitney Cunningham and Carson Pearson 
February 15, 2023 – 2:00-3:00pm ET

Welcome

Uri Gutfreund
Senior Vice President and Managing Principal, Ames & Gough

John Remsen, Jr.
President and CEO, Managing Partner Forum
President, TheRemsenGroup
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• MPF Webinar Series – Third Wednesday @ 2pm ET

• The MPF 2023 Leadership Conference – May 3-4, 2023, in Atlanta

• The MPF Fall Symposium – October 4-5, 2023, in Chicago

• The MPF Weekly – Friday mornings 

• MPF Website – www.ManagingPartnerForum.org

• MPF Listserv and Zoom MPIEs

UPCOMING PROGRAMS IN 2023

• Today’s Topic: The Movement Toward Law Firm Ownership Reform

• 80 Managing Partners and Law Firm Leaders

• Registrant Survey Results and Audience Polling Questions

• Recording and Handout Materials

• Your Feedback on Today’s Session 

• Next MPF Webinar – March 15, 2023 

TODAY’S WEBINAR
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Today’s Guests

Whitney Cunningham, Esq.
Managing Partner, Aspey Watkins & Diesel
Flagstaff, Arizona

Carson M. Pearson, Esq.
Managing Member, Person Butler
Salt Lake City, Utah

• Managing Partner, Aspey Watkins & Diesel

• 21 lawyers, Founded in 1975 

• Flagstaff, Arizona

• Past President, State Bar of Arizona

• Former General Counsel, Machine Solutions

• Education: 

JD – Georgetown University

BS – Northern Arizona University

Whitney Cunningham, Esq.
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MPF Webinar Series: The Law Firm of the Future

• Managing Partner and Founder, Pearson Butler

• 32 lawyers, 12 practice areas

• Salt Lake City (South Jordan), Utah 

• Business and transactional law practice

• Successful entrepreneur

• Education: 

JD – Brigham Young University

BA – University of Utah

Carson M. Pearson, Esq.

AUDIENCE POLLING QUESTION #1

How many lawyers are with your firm?
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AUDIENCE POLLING QUESTION #2

What is your personal opinion of 
Multi-Disciplinary Practices (MDPs) and Alternative Business Structures (ABSs)?

10%

30%

36%

24%

Not sure

Not important

Somewhat important

Very important

REGISTRANT QUESTION #1
How important is access to capital for your firm?
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4%

2%

6%

88%

Not sure

Not important

Somewhat important

Very important

REGISTRANT QUESTION #2
How important is technology to you/your practice?

16%

32%

42%

10%

Not sure

No

Minor threat

Major threat

REGISTRANT QUESTION #3
Do you think that legal technology companies
are a competitive threat to your law firm?
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10%

48%

43%

No

Not sure

Yes

REGISTRANT QUESTION #4
Would you use more ALSPs (think paralegals/professionals) 
if trained/available in your jurisdiction?

AUDIENCE POLLING QUESTION #3

How well do you think the 
legal profession educates society at large?
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The 
Regulatory 
Sandboxes 
in Arizona 
and Utah

Response of the Legal 
Profession 
in Your Jurisdictions?
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AUDIENCE POLLING QUESTION #4

What percentage of 
your firm’s revenue is derived through litigation?

What About 
Your Law Firms?
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Any 
Unintended 
Consequences?

Why Hasn’t 
This Caught 
on in Other 
Jurisdictions?
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AUDIENCE POLLING QUESTION #5

Now, what is your personal opinion of Multi-Disciplinary Practices (MDPs) 
and Alternative Business Structures (ABSs)?
Have You Changed Your Mind?

CONTACT US

Whitney Cunningham, Esq. – 928.774.1478, wcunningham@awdlaw.com

Uri Gutfreund – 201.430.5827, ugutfreund@amesgough.com

Carson M. Pearson, Esq. – 801.495.4104, carson@pearsonbutler.com

John Remsen, Jr. – 404.885.9100, jremsen@theremsengroup.com
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MPF Webinar Series: The Law Firm of the Future

The MPF Webinar Series: Building the Law Firm of the Future

MPF UPDATE: The Movement Toward Law Firm Ownership Reform 
An MPF Webinar with Whitney Cunningham and Carson Pearson 
February 15, 2023 – 2:00-3:00pm ET
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